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A flourishing of research and policy engagement – including that by the V2V network – has led to increased        
understanding of the multiple causes of vulnerability in small-scale fisheries and has  identified pathways to        
viability, including through application of the FAO voluntary guidelines on small-scale fisheries. In this                  
presentation, Dr. Edward H. Allison argues that both the research and policies are sufficiently well developed 
to support viable pathways to enable small-scale fisheries and fisherfolk to thrive, but that there has been a    
systematic underinvestment in implementing the proposed reforms. He further argues that this                               
underinvestment will persist unless five systemic failings at the research-policy-practice interface are                   
addressed. These are:
(i) shortcomings in the data and information required by decision-makers and investors, (ii) lack of effective 
partnerships with other food-system and ‘blue economy’ actors outside the fisheries sector, (iii) continuing             
(i) shortcomings in the data and information required by decision-makers and investors, (ii) lack of effective 
partnerships with other food-system and ‘blue economy’ actors outside the fisheries sector, (iii) continuing             
exclusion of small-scale aquatic food system actors from large-scale water resource and coastal zone                  
management planning, (iv) failure to recognize common-cause with sustainable aquaculture that complements 
(rather than displaces) fisheries and; (v) exclusion of the aquatic food systems from national systems of                
innovation in agriculture and food.  In all these areas, a failure to address social and power differentials within 
the sector – gender, class, ethnicity and landlessness – exacerbates vulnerability and hinders the path to              
viability.

This argument is the basis for the CGIAR’s new USD 35 million 3 year- research initiative on Resilient Aquatic 
Food Systems (RAqFS) – which seeks to galvanize policy action and investment to address the five key                
systemic failings identified above. This presentation introduces the RAqFS initiative’s proposed program of 
work and invites collaboration and welcomes participants’ insights and discussion.


